Fire Alarm

Reading Walter Be n.i;unin':-

"Tn the ( oncept ot Histaory'

Michael Lawy

Fire Alarm_ T EEEEL

E& Michael Lowy
HH R Verso

A B 18]:2006-2-16
ZEMmi:Hardcover

Isbn:9781844670406


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

This illuminating study of Benjamin's final essay helps unlock the mystery of this great
philosopher. Revolutionary critic of the philosophy of progress, nostalgic of the past
yet dreaming of the future, romantic partisan of materialism--Walter Benjamin is in
every sense of the word an "unclassifiable" philosopher. His last text was written in a
state of urgency, as he attempted to escape the Gestapo in 1940, before finally
committing suicide. "On the Concept of History" is one of the most important
philosophical and political writings of the twentieth century, argues Michael Lowy in
this scrupulous, clear and fascinating examination. Lowy uses the concept of "elective
affinity,” the mutual attraction between two cultural figures, derived from the amorous
encounter of two souls in Goethe's novel "Elective Affinities," Looking in detail at
Benjamin's celebrated but often mysterious text, and restoring the philosophical,
theological and political context, Lowy strives to understand and highlight the complex
relationship between redemption and revolution in Benjamin's philosophy of history.

TEENA:

Michael Lowy is Research Director of Sociology at the Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifigue, Paris. His previous books include Redemption and Utopia: Liberation
Judaismin Central Europe, Marxism in Latin America and The War of the Gods: Religion
and Politics in Latin America.
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