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All people spend a considerable portion of their lives either as dependents or the
caretakers of dependents. The fact of human dependency--a function of youth, severe
illness, disability, or frail old age--marks our lives, not only as those who are cared for,
but as those who engafe in the work of caring. In spite of the time, energy and
resources-material and emotional, social and individual-that dependency care
requires, these concerns rarely enter into philosophical, legal, and political
discussions. In The Subject of Care, feminist scholars consider how acknowledgement
of the fact of deEendency changes our conceptions of law, political theory, an
morality, as well as our very conceptions of self. Contributors develop feminist
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understandings of dependency, reassessing the place dependency occupies in our
lives and in a just social order.
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H%: A genealogy of 'dependency’: tracm% a keyword of the U.S. welfare state / Nancy
Fraser and Linda Gordon -- Autonomy, weltare reform, and meaningful work / Iris
Marion Young -- Dependency and choice : the two faces of Eve / Rickie Solinger -- The
right to care / Robin West -- Subsidized lives and the ideology of efficiency / Martha T.
McCluskey -- Dependency work, women, and the global economy / Ofelia Schutte --
Justice and the labor of care / Diemut Grace Bubeck -- The future of feminist liberalism
/ Martha C. Nussbaum -- Masking dependenc¥ - the political role of family rhetoric /
Martha L.A. Fineman -- The decasualization of eldercare / Robert E. Goodin and Diane
Gibson -- When caring is just and justice is caring : justice and mental retardation / Eva
Feder Kittay -- Poverty, race, and the distortion of dependency : the case of kinship care
/ Dorothy E. Roberts -- "Doctor's orders" : parents and intersexed children / Ellen K.
Feder -- Su bjectivig/ as responsivity : the ethical implications of dependency / Kelly
Oliver -- "Race" and the labor of identity / Elizabeth V. Spelman -- Dependence on
place, dependence in place / Bonnie Mann
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