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One of Plato” s most profound and beautiful works, Phaedrus takes the form of a
dialogue between Socrates and Phaedrus, an amateur rhetorical enthusiast, on the
topic of passionate or romantic love. Concerned with establishing principles of
rhetoric, it argues that rhetoric is only acceptable as an art when itis firmly based on
the truth inspired by love, the common experience of true philosophic activity. Itis in
tf]wcis dilalogue that Plato employs the famous image of love as the driver of the chariot
of souls.
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