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Fvery day we seem to make and act upon all kinds of free choices - some of them
trivial, and some so consequential that they may change the course of our life, or even
the course of history. But are these choices really free? Or are we compelled to act the
way we do by factors beyond our control? Is the feeling that we could have made
different decisions just an illusion? And if our choices are not free, why should we be
held morally responsible for our actions? This Very Short Introduction, written by a
leading authority on the subject, looks at a range of issues surrounding this
fundamental philosophical question, exploring it from the ideas of the Greek and
medieval philosophers through to the thoughts of present-day thinkers. It provides a
interesting and incisive introduction to this perennially fascinating subject
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Quite a terribly awful and disappointing book in the Very Short Introduction series, in
the sense that the author whom | deem to be a closet Hobbesian supporter has failed
to start the book with a clear definition and presentation of what the alleged free will
problem is about and also in the ending failed to give any apparency to his solution.
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Poorly written! The author only describes some obviously defective opinions on free
will. By disaﬁprovmg them he then defends his own belief that free will exists. However,
he ignores the critical contribution made by philosophy of mind & language derived
from neuroscience and social sciences.
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