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Hailed as "one of the greatest philosophical minds of all time" by English philosopher
Alfred North Whitehead, William James is widely recognized as one of the most
influential figures in twentieth-century Western philosophy and as the founder of the
psychology of religion.,

An immediate bestseller upon its publication in June 1902, The Varieties of Religious
Experience weaves together acute observations with simple anecdotes to argue that
individual religious experiences, rather than the tenets of organized religion, are what
form the backbone of religious life. The book explores all sides of religous life, from
repentance and conversion to mysticism and the value of saintliness. Written with
James' characteristic humor and skill, The Varieties of Religious Experience sounds the
depths of what he termed "Man's Religious Appetites.

The old clich that Henry James wrote novels as though they were philosophical
treatises whereas William James wrote philosophic treatises as though they were
novels, while unfair to Henry, describes . . . the William James of The Varieties of
Religious Experience, very well. Believers and unbelievers (and semibelievers) will
COFEnue to find in it both a resource and a challenge," wrote religion scholar Jaroslav
Pelikan.
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William James: The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in Human Nature (1902)
The Varieties of Religious Experience was first presented as a series of lectures at the
University of Edinburgh in 1901. To prepare for the talks, Harvard p...
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