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In this extraordinary work Gilles Deleuze, the most renowned living philosopherin
France, reflects on one of the figures of the past who has most influenced his own
sweeping reconfiguration of the tasks of philosophy.Deleuze's brilliant text shows how
current definitions of philosophy do not apply to Spinoza: a solitary thinker (yet
scandalous and hated), he conceived of philosophy as an enterprise of liberation and
radical demystification much as did Leibniz or, later Nietzsche. Spinoza confronts the
grand philosophical problems that are still current today: the comparative role of
ontology (the theory of substance), of epistemology (the theory of ideas), and of
Bolitical anthropology (the theory of modes, passions, and actions). The goal of this

ook is to determine the rap1port among the umvocitTy of Being in the theorty of
substance; the production of truth and the genesis of sense in the theory of ideas; and
practical joy (or the elimination of the sad passions) and the selective organization of
the passions in the theory of modes.
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