Bataille's Peak

Bataille's Peak TFEEFEE1

=2 Stoekl, Allan

H AR Univ of Minnesota Pr
tH AR B [8]:2007-10

LEMLHRD

Isbn:9780816648184

The French intellectual Georges Bataille saw energy as the basis of all human
activity—the essence of the human—and he envisioned a society that, instead of
renouncing profligate spending, would embrace a more radical type of energy
expenditure: la dépense, or “spending without return.” In Batallle’ s Peak, Allan
Stoekl demonstrates how a close reading of Bataille—in the wake of Giordano Bruno
and the Marquis de Sade— can help us rethink not only energy and consumption, but
also such related topics as the city, the body, eroticism, and religion. Through these
cases, Stoekl identifies the differences between waste, which Bataille condemned, and
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expenditure, which he celebrated.

The challenge of living in the twenty-first century, Stoekl argues, will be to
comprehend—without recourse to austerity and self-denial—the inevitable and
necessary shift from a civilization founded on waste to one based on Bataillean
expenditure.
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