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The first English translation of Novalis's unfinished notes for a universal science, Das
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Allgemeine Brouillon.

Novalis is best known in history as the poet of early German Romanticism. However,
this translation of Das Allgemeine Brouillon, or “Universal Notebook,” finally
introduces him to the English-speaking world as an extraordinarily gifted philosopher
in his own right and shatters the myth of him as a mere daydreaming and irrational
poet. Composed of more than 1,100 notebook entries, this is easily Novalis’s largest
theoretical work and certainly one of the most remarkable and audacious
undertakings of the “Golden Age” of German philosophy. In it, Novalis reflects on
numerous aspects of human culture, including philosophy, poetry, the natural
sciences, the fine arts, mathematics, mineralogy, history, and religion, and brings them
all together into what he calls a “Romantic Encyclopaedia” or “Scientific Bible.”

Novalis’s Romantic Encyclopaedia fully embodies the author’s own personal brand
of philosophy, “Magical Idealism.” With meditations on mankind and nature, the
possible future development of our faculties of reason, imagination, and the senses,
and the unification of the different sciences, these notes contain a veritable treasure
trove of richly poetic and philosophic thoughts.
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Wood于2007年英译的《浪漫主义百科全书笔记（钓雪按）》是以1968年Hans-Joachi
m Mähl整理的《全面题材装订草稿（先刚按）》（Das Allgemeine
Brouillon）（1798-1799）为底本的，在此之前的这一笔记是完全混淆在诺瓦利斯文集
的断片之中而未被发掘的，就连其德文命名也是迟至1929年Paul
Kluckhohn根据本年编辑的文集第三卷第61页而择选的。这1151条断片是明显不同于诸
如诺瓦利斯花粉集甚至同期其他断片的，其中蕴含的是诺瓦利斯仿效启蒙运动法国百科
全书派而计划编撰的一个系统理论草稿，这一笔记最终指向便是整个德国早期耶拿浪漫
派的理论方针：浪漫化百科全书学与魔化唯心主义的万书之书。而其地位与费希特、谢
林、黑格尔三人的哲学完全平行
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