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This book examines the ways that Heidegger, Lacoue-Labarthe, and Nancy adopt and
reconfigure the Kantian understanding of "aesthetic presentation." In Kant, "aesthetic
presentation" is understood in a technical sense as a specific mode of experience
within a typology of different spheres of experience. This study argues that Heidegger,
Lacoue-Labarthe, and Nancy generalize the elements of this specific mode of
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experience so that the aesthetic attitude and the vocabulary used by Kant to describe
it are brought to bear on things in general. The book goes beyond documenting the
well-known influence of Kant's "Critique of Judgment," however, to open up a new way
of approaching some of the central issues in post-Kantian thought--including why it is
that art, the art work, and the aesthetic are still available as a vehicle of critique even,
or especially, after Auschwitz. It shows that a genealogy of contemporary theory needs
to look at the question of presentation, which has arguably been a question that has
worried philosophy from its very beginning.
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