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In October 2002 the United States confronted North Korea with suspicions that
Pyongyang was enriching uranium in violation of the Agreed Framework that the
nations had worked out during the Clinton administration. North Korea subsequently
evicted international monitors and resumed its nuclear weapons program. The
Peninsula Question chronicles the resulting second Korean nuclear crisis. Japanese
journalist Yoichi Funabashi, informed by interviews with more than 160 diplomats and
decision makers from China, Japan, Russia, South Korea, and the United States,
provides a behind-the-scenes ook at the negotiations to denuclearize the peninsula.
Between 2002 and 2006, a series of top level diplomats, including the prime minister of
Japan, attempted to engage with North Korea. Funabashi illustrates how the individual
efforts of these major powers laid the érou ndwork for multilateral negotiations, first as
the trilateral meeting and then as the Six-Party Talks. The first four rounds of talks
(200372005) resulted in significant progress. Unfortunately, a lack of implementation
after that breakthrough ultimately led to North Korea's missile tests in July and
subsequent nuclear tests in October 2006. Th "e Peninsula Question p"rovides a
window of understanding on the historical, geopolitical, and security concerns at play
on the Korean peninsula since 2002. Offering multiple perspectives on the second
Korean nuclear crisis, it describes more than just the U.S. and North Korean points of
view. It pays special attention to China's dealings with North Korea, providing rare
insights to into the decision-making processes of Beijing. This is an important,
authoritative resource for understanding the crisis in Korea and diplomacy in
Northeast Asia.
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