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How are alliances made? In this book, Stephen M. Walt makes a significant
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contribution to this topic, surveying theories of the origins of international alliances
and identifying the most important causes of security cooperation between states. In
addition, he proposes a fundamental change in the present conceptions of alliance
systems. Contrary to traditional balance-of-power theories, Walt shows that states
form alliances not simply to balance power but in order to balance threats.

Walt begins by outlining five general hypotheses about the causes of alliances. Drawing
upon diplomatic history and a detailed study of alliance formation in the Middle East
between 1955 and 1979, he demonstrates that states are more likely to join together
against threats than they are to ally themselves with threatening powers. Walt also
examines the impact of ideology on alliance preferences and the role of foreign aid
and transnational penetration. His analysis show, however, that these motives for
alignment are relatively less important. In his conclusion, he examines the implications
of "balance of threat" for U.S. foreign policy.
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Stephen M. Walt is the Robert and Renée Belfer Professor of International Affairs at
Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government. He is the author of The Origins of
Alliances, Revolution and War (both from Cornell), and Taming American Power: The
Global Response to U.S. Primacy.
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政治史

评论

博士生们从导论可以学习如何清晰地提出（真实的）自己的研究问题，以及你想要如何
解决这个问题；定性研究者从第二章可以学习如何通过反驳已有研究来建构自己的理论
；中东问题研究者们，第三章和第四章是写给你们看的。国际安全的研究者们，第5-8
章你们不应该错过，里面不知道可以启发多少研究。总之，杰作！

-----------------------------
这本不错，算是理论和历史结合得挺好的国关研究，虽然深度略不足。给4略高，不过
读着蛮舒服。

-----------------------------
记得08年还是小正太的时候。。。

-----------------------------
浏览过导论、假设、结论部分

-----------------------------
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