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Family means everything to 12-year-old Rebecca Bernstein. Even after a fire destroys
their farm and the family must relocate to the bustlmg city of Winnipeg, Rebecca feels
safe and happy as long as everyone is together. But life is hard in the city, and Papa
cannot find work. Rebecca’ s greatest fears are realized when she is sent into foster
care until Papa can earn more money. She is terrified to discover that she’ [l be living
with a Ukrainian familyJews and Ukrainians were archenemies in the old country. What
if the Kostianuks hate her?

Rebecca discovers an unexpected soulmate in Sophie, the Kostianuks’  daughter.
Normally shy, Rebecca soon finds herself battling prejudice both in the schoolyard and
at home in order to protect the forbidden friendship. Fighting anti-Semitism, Rebecca

comes to appreciate what faith means to her and learns some important truths about
her parents’ personal and spiritual sacrifices.
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