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Since the death of his mother, Baoliu has grown apart from his family and is bitterly
resentful of his father's new wife, who wears his mother's clothing and even her jewelry.
One night, Baoliu's stepmother is attacked and murdered. The most obvious suspect,
Baoliu is tried for the crime, convicted, and sentenced to death by beheading. With no
one on his side, how will Baoliu prove his innocence? How will he avoid his violent and
horrid fate? Who, if anybody, will help him? And if the murderer wasn't Baoliu, then
who was it? Filled with unexpected plot twists, "The Golden Rat" is a totally engrossing,
enormously entertaining murder mystery that also poses thought provoking questions
about how we are judged for our mistakes--large and small--by our families and the
societies in which we live.
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