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Political elites are a key topic in contemporary China studies, and have been
investigated in relation to factional politics, generation politics, technocracy, and
crucially, institutionalization. The institutionalization of elite replacement began in
China in the 1980s and quickly accelerated after the early 1990s, as mechanisms
emerged to regulate political elites’ entry and exit, including age limits, term limits,
and step-by-step promotion.

By examining the various processes of elite selection, this book explores the role
played by institutionalization in elite recruitment, promotion and turnover in China.
While existing studies have developed our understanding of Chinese elite politics, two
key puzzles regarding institutionalisation remain. Although institutionalisation is
recognised as an important trend in Chinese politics, there is as yet no theoretical
framework to explain the forces that have brought about and sustained this. Further, it
is unclear how the process of institutionalisation has impacted on factional politics,
and how factions would continue to operate within the parameters of formal politics.
Drawing on a wide range of studies, this book looks at Politburo members, senior
People’s Liberation Army officers, provincial leaders, heads of major central
state-owned enterprises, and Youth League affiliates, to provide a comprehensive
understanding of elite recruitment and mobility in contemporary China.

This book will be of great interests to students and scholars of Chinese politics and
government, Chinese studies and Asian politics more broadly.
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评论

是香港城市大学与台湾政治大学合编的一个论文集，从各个角度分析了中国各级领导人
的产生机制。有一些论述还比较有趣，但大多的分析不太靠谱，尤其是几篇纯粹用数据
来分析的，更是谬之千里。如分析团派那篇，根据数据所做的预测，更是被打脸。且书
中所分析的时期比较早，对现在缺乏借鉴意义。
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