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In The Tempest, long considered one of Shakespeare's most lyrical plays, Prospero -- a
magician on an enchanted island -- punishes his enemies, brings happiness to his
daughter, and comes to terms with human use of supernatural power. The Tempest
embodies both seemingly timeless romance and the historically specific moment in
which Europe begins to explore and conquer the New World. Its complexity of thought,
its range of characters -- from the spirit Ariel and the monster Caliban to the beautiful
Miranda and her prince Ferdinand -- its poetic beauty, and its exploration of difficult
questions that still haunt us today make this play wonderfully compelling. THE NEW
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FOLGER

LIBRARY SHAKESPEARE Designed to make Shakespeare's great plays available to all
readers, the New Folger Library edition of Shakespeare's plays provides accurate texts
in modern spelling and punctuation, as well as scene-by-scene action summaries, full
explanatory notes, many pictures clarifying Shakespeare's language, and notes
recording all significant departures from the early printed versions. Each play is
prefaced by a brief introduction, by a guide to reading Shakespeare's language, and by
accounts of his life and theater. Each play is followed by an annotated list of further
readings and by a "Modern Perspective" written by an expert on that particular play.
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