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With this bittersweet tale of Deputy Ray Tatum's search for a missing child in the wilds
of the Virginia Blue Ridge, T. R. Pearson revisits the seamier side of the South. Among
the local citizens are Ray's hothead girlfriend, his ill-tempered mongrel, and, most
significantly, Clayton, a ne'er-do-well who is notorious for his devotion to pornographic
movies. But Clayton has suddenly undergone a personality change: he asks to be
called "Titus" and seems able to predict the future-though in random and meaningless
ways. As Ray unravels the mystery of Clayton's condition and thereby closes in on his
quarry, the story moves to its surprising end, never losing the poignant magical realism
that is a Pearson trademark.
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