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Wesley， spurting with kinetic energy， nasty wit， and kindness to animals， ought
to be a star. Or so it seems to those who nip at his heels， turn up everywhere he
goes， and lie in wait for him around every corner. They are his followers -- he calls
them Behindlings. And they make quite an ensemble， with their own questionable
intentions， irritating habits， and weird manners. But they bury all disagreement in
the common pursuit of their prize， their Wesley. Then there are those who simply stay
put. Catherine Turpin lies defiantly in the bed she makes for herself while， outside，
her failings are broadcast widely， painted on walls， even. When one of Wesley s
newest followers， Jo Bean， turns out to be more interested in confronting Catherine
than sticking with the behindlings， plots that have been twisted up come undone.
With Behindlings， the inimitable Nicola Barker takes a character who is perhaps her
most compelling creation to date， and lets him run off with her readers.
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