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Werth, author and journalist, offers this sequel to The Billion-Dollar Molecule (1994), on
the founding of the pharmaceutical company Vertex. Joshua Boger, founding scientist
and president, along with a group of young scientists, set out in a garage to overtake
the big drug companies. The author returns to Vertex to learn what it takes to succeed
in science and business and sees that 22 years later and at about four times the
anticipated cost, Vertex is now set to achieve Boger’s initial goals: “Make better
drugs, faster. Create the 21st century biopharmaceutical company. Become Merck,
only better.” Werth seeks to discover what Boger’s vision has become and considers
if it is a road map toward “a new biological epoch.” We learn that “all progress in
the pharmaceutical business is backbreaking, freighted with unknowns, and takes
twice as long as you think it will.” Now Vertex has nearly 2,000 employees, and it is
about to debut the company’s first drugs discovered and developed internally and
commercialized under its own label. --Mary Whaley
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经典，我认为甚至超越十亿美元分子。新药开发不仅仅是上市的临门一脚，Telaprevir
上市后以及Vertex后续的故事更加跌宕起伏。即使是Vertex这样的伟大公司，其长期投
资者所受的煎熬绝非常人所能想象。
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读起来没有上一本The Billion Dollar Molecule灵动
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Vertex, the sequel
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The wonder of biology is how chains of inert atoms receive, via other inert atoms, the
operating instructions for how and when to fold precisely into bits of living matter, then
interact with other bits to produce life. Every cell is an infinitesimal cosmo...  
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