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Why have seemingly similar African countries developed very different forms of
democratic party systems? To explain their divergent development, Rachel Beatty
Riedl points to earlier authoritarian strategies to consolidate support and maintain
power.
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Rachel Beatty Riedlis an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Northwestern
University. Riedl is an Executive Committee member of the Program of African Studies;
is affiliated with the Program in Comparative-Historical Social Science; serves as a
Faculty Associate in Equality, Development, and Globalization Studies at The Buffett
Center for International and Comparative Studies; and is a Faculty Associate at the
Institute for Policy Research. She has also served as a visiting postdoctoral fellow at the
Program on Democracy at the Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for International
and Area Studies at Yale University. Her work has been published in such journals as
Comparative Political Studies and the African Conflict and Peacebuilding Review. She
has consulted for USAID, the State Department, and the World Bank on governance
reforms throughout Sub-Saharan Africa. Riedl has been the recipient of fellowships
and grants from the MacArthur Foundation, the Kellogg Institute for Internationa
Studies at the University of Notre Dame, and the Princeton Institute for International
and Regional Studies. Her dissertation was awarded an honorable mention for the
Juan Linz prize for best dissertation in comparative democratization from the APSA in
20009.
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