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The 'Red Mafia' in Russia has become the subject of increasing international interest
and considerable misinterpretation. Following acclaimed editions published in Russia,
France and Italy, Anton Oleinik's study of Russian prisons is now published in English -
with a postscript on the Moscow terrorist crisis of 2002. Exploring the social roots of
organized crime in post-Soviet societies, Oleinik's analysis reveals prison society to be
a mirror of broader Russian society - characterized by the particular role played by the
State in the organization of social practices. He builds on this to compare and contrast
two types of societies - the modern 'large’ society and the 'small' society, like Russia,
that has only been partially modernized and in which the world of everyday life,
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experiences and relationships remains entirely separate from the official aims of
modernization and efficiency. Oleinik is interested in the void between these two
separate worlds, and considers whether it is simply being filled in Russia by the Mafia.
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