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The third wave of democratization produced a wealth of enduring social science.
Beginning in the 1970s, it prompted scholars to develop important theories on
authoritarian breakdowns and transitions to democracy. No one in the field was more
influential than Guillermo O’Donnell (1936–2011), whose pathbreaking work shaped
the scholarship of generations of social scientists.

Reflections on Uneven Democracies honors the legacy of O’Donnell’s research by
advancing debates related to his work on democracy. Drawing together a veritable
Who’s Who of eminent scholars―including two of O’Donnell’s closest
collaborators, Philippe Schmitter and Laurence Whitehead―the volume examines
issues related to democratic breakdowns and stability, the nature and quality of new
democracies, institutional strength, the rule of law, and delegative democracy.

This reexamination of some of the most influential arguments about democracy of the
past forty years leads to original approaches and insights for a new era of democracy
studies. Students of democracy and institutional performance, both Latin Americanists
and comparativists more generally, will find this essential reading
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评论

重点翻了Gervasoni写阿根廷的第二章。现代化以及相关联的社会经济结构路径无法解
释阿根廷20世纪80年代以前的转型（高人均GDP却转向威权独裁），同样无法解释80年
代以来的民主转型（转向了一个持久的民主体制），而本文识别的影响因素是：1）有
利于民主的国际环境；2）血腥的70年代后精英激进化以及政治暴力水平的减弱。
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