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Exit an ambitious actor... The script of the Unicorn Theatre's new play uncannily
echoes a quarrel in the star's dressing room. And the stage drama gets all too real
when charming Felix Gardener shoots his blustering rival, Arthur Surbonardier,
dead-with a gun Arthur himself loaded with blanks. or did he? How the live bullets got
there, and why, make for a convoluted case that pits Inspector Roderick Alleyn against
someone who rates an Oscar for a murderously clever performance.
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Alleyn探长系列02，首次解决剧场舞台杀人，凶手很难猜。在幕间blackout时表演使用
的道具被凶手换成了真子弹。被枪杀的死者和剧场里众多嫌疑都有矛盾，还牵涉一起多
年前的勒索案。案发现场不断发现的疑点（沾上化妆品的手套、漏沙的假子弹等）推动
前半部分的调查，之后则借勒索案误导读者把目光转向红鲱鱼，在一连串的追捕之后出
现第二具尸体（正是因为探长装逼而导致无辜死亡），最后反利用第二起案子设计圈套
抓住真正的凶手。凶手手法很大胆，结尾的推理一针见血（打字机和抓肩膀的伏笔很赞
）。“华生”Nigel除了用自己的推测误导读者外，还负责被Alleyn嫌弃和调戏（？）。
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书评

Perhaps the truest of all our tiresome cliches is the one that says time cures all things.
或许我们那些陈词滥调中最正确的一句就是：时间可以抚平一切创口。 ——Roderick
Alleyn 这本书是Ngaio
Marsh的第二部推理小说，也是她首次将话剧舞台这一她平生最为熟悉的场景...  
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