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Winner of the 1982 IRA Children's Book Award London is poised on the brink of World
War 11. Timid, scrawny Willie Beech--the abused child of a single mother--is evacuated
to the English countryside. At first, he is terrified of everything, of the country sounds
and sights, even of Mr. Tom, the gruff, kindly old man who has taken him in. But
gradually Willie forgets the hate and despair of his past. He learns to love a world he
never knew existed, a world of friendship and affection in which harsh words and daily
beatings have no place. Then a telegram comes. Willie must return to his mother in
London. When weeks pass by with no word from Willie, Mr. Tom sets out for London to
look for the young boy he has come to love as a son. ‘A small, timid refugee from
wartime London—and from a sadistic mother—and a lonely villager who has
reluctantly accepted the child form a bond of love and trust that is deeply touching.
Michelle Magorian has created a vivid cast for an English story with universal and
timeless appeal.’ —Zena Sutherland, IRA Children’s Book Award Chair. ‘An
engrossing, vividly detailed novel.’ —BL. Winner, 1982 International Reading
Association Children's Book Award
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书评

I had to read this book for school a little while back and ended up actually enjoying the
book a fair bit. It takes us back to the times of the WW2 and goes through the events of
the British evacuees to escape bombings from the Nazi Luftwaffe(German Airf...  
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