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Never has there been a book of poems quite like Gabriel, in which a short life, a
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bewildering death, and the unanswerable sorrow of a father come together in such a
sustained elegy. This unabashed sequence speaks directly from Hirsch’s heart to our
own, without sentimentality. From its opening lines—“The funeral director opened
the coffin / And there he was alone / From the waist up”—Hirsch’s account is
poignantly direct and open to the strange vicissitudes and tricks of grief. In propulsive
three-line stanzas, he tells the story of how a once unstoppable child, who suffered
from various developmental disorders, turned into an irreverent young adult, funny,
rebellious, impulsive. Hirsch mixes his tale of Gabriel with the stories of other poets
through the centuries who have also lost children, and expresses his feelings through
theirs. His landmark poem enters the broad stream of human grief and raises in us the
strange hope, even consolation, that we find in the writer’s act of witnessing and
transformation. It will be read and reread.

作者介绍: 

Edward Hirsch has published eight books of poetry and five books of prose. He lives in
Brooklyn, New York.
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评论

这是最近大受好评的一本诗集，一首长诗，一首哀歌，是失去儿子的父亲、诗人Edwar
d
Hirsch的泪作。第一页，父亲看着棺材打开，露出上半身的儿子，他的脸就像腾空一间
屋子/他打扮整齐，就像要去参加一个葬礼。这样一字一行写出悲痛，比失语艰难许多
。这本书让我想到莎朗-欧茨的《雄鹿之跃》，那种咬碎牙齿直面人生的绞痛心肠，无
法不令人动容而肃然。

-----------------------------
pain and loss and poetry... "I will not forgive you / Sun of emptiness / Sky of blank
clouds"
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