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Two robbers, Hmayag and Hrahad, meet by accident under a pomegranate tree, each
having decided it was time for lunch. To their amazement, they find their bokhjahs
contain identical lunches. It does not take long before they discover that they are
engaged to the same girl, Ehleezah, who, of course, prepared the food for each of
them. Since neither robber is willing to give her up, they agree to hold a contest with
Ehleezah as the prize. The one who proves himself the cleverer at his trade will be the
winner. The resulting trials are truly a test of theives. But the outcome is not what the
robbers had intended, nor does the story end as the reader might expect. Nonny
Hogrogian has used the intricate, highly decorative motifs of Oriental rugs to frame her
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pictures, and has placed brilliant black and white drawings to create a dazzling stage
set for Hmayag's and Hrahad's good-natured rivalry and skillful sleight of hand.
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