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Jonas Olson presents a critical survey of moral error theory, the view that there are no
moral facts and so all moral claims are false. In Part I (History), he explores the
historical context of the debate, and discusses the moral error theories of David Hume
and of some more or less influential twentieth century philosophers, including Axel
Hägerström, Bertrand Russell, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and Richard Robinson. He argues
that the early cases for moral error theory are suggestive but that they would have
been stronger had they included something like J. L. Mackie's arguments that moral
properties and facts are metaphysically queer. Part II (Critique) focuses on these
arguments. Olson identifies four queerness arguments, concerning supervenience,
knowledge, motivation, and irreducible normativity, and goes on to establish that
while the first three are not compelling, the fourth has considerable force, especially
when combined with debunking explanations of why we tend to believe that there are
moral properties and facts when in fact there are none. One conclusion of Part II is that
a plausible error theory takes the form of an error theory about irreducible normativity.
In Part III (Defence), Olson considers challenges according to which that kind of error
theory has problematic ramifications regarding hypothetical reasons, epistemic
reasons, and deliberation. He ends his discussion with a consideration of the
implications of moral error theory for ordinary moral thought and talk, and for
normative theorizing.
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评论

尽管结论很粗暴，但九曲回肠的推理过程彻底溶解了最初的震撼：它得先保障规范的不
可还原性 (all naturalists: nani?)，还得要求道德就是这种规范 (all non-kantians: excuse
me?)，最后再证明这种规范是不存在的 (all non-moral error theorists:
lol)。我觉着，需要这么长的梯子才能去的地方，要么还是别去了？

-----------------------------
The idea is fascinating, 但是具体论证就一步步跨掉...
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