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I was turning the corner to my street when I spotted the key. Because of the way the
sun was shining, it glistened. Someone had left it right in the lock of their front door.
The house was a small red brick cottage that looked a lot like ours. I walked up the
front stairs and raised my finger to the doorbell. My plan was to let whoever lived there
know they'd forgotten the key. I didn't ring the doorbell. I turned the doorknob and let
myself in. Josh is less than thrilled that he has a new stepfather, and finds his personal
habits-and his personality-irritating. When his mother leaves town, Josh is left to spend
a week alone with Clay. Resenting his new living arrangements and his unorthodox
home life, Josh finds himself drawn to the idea of a "regular" family and, on a whim,
sneaks into a neighbor's house to see how others live. When another opportunity
arises to be a fly on the wall, Josh takes it and finds himself becoming bolder.
Considering it a harmless pastime, Josh continues entering people's houses, until he is
witness to a violent home invasion. Josh must use all his courage to save himself and
bring the home invader to justice. Monique Polak is the author of No More Pranks, an
Orca Soundings novel. Monique lives in Montreal.
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