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Acquiring contemporary art is about passion and lust, but it is also about branding,
about the back story that comes with the art, about the relationship of money and
status, and, sometimes, about celebrity. The Supermodel and the Brillo Box follows
Don Thompson’s 2008 bestseller The $12 Million Stuffed Shark and offers a further
journey of discovery into what the Crash of 2008 did to the art market and the changing
methods that the major auction houses and dealerships have implemented since then.
It describes what happened to that market after the economic implosion following the
collapse of Lehman Brothers and offers insights and art-world tales from dealers,
auction houses, and former executives of each, from New York and London to Abu
Dhabi and Beijing. It begins with the story of a wax, trophy-style, nude upper-body
sculpture of supermodel Stephanie Seymour by Italian artist Maurizio Cattelan, which
sold for $2.4 million to New York über-collector and private dealer Jose Mugrabi, and
recounts the story of a wooden Brillo box that sold for $722,500. The Supermodel and
the Brillo Box looks at the increasing dominance of Christie’s, Sotheby’s, and a few
über dealers; the hundreds of millions of new museums coming up in cities like Dubai,
Abu Dabai, and Beijing; the growing importance of the digital art world; and the
shrinking role of the mainstream gallery.
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评论

关于当代艺术艺术品市场的零散概念都串联了起来：以前两家拍卖行只是听过，古根海
姆、路易斯安那、Saatchi
也只是参观过，艺术家或多或少知道点，但很少有人把艺术家、博物馆、拍卖行、收藏
家、商人之间围绕着艺术品角力的背后的故事全都抖出来。即使艺术家只想作品能够找
到好归宿，但很明显所有人都参与了市场。

-----------------------------
For those audience who would never become an art collector or art administrator.

-----------------------------
irony有余犀利不足。
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