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Designed for children just learning to read, the books combine John Bianchi's wonky
cartoon animals with a simple, repetitive text by children's author Frank B.
Edwards.These two patterned stories are built around groups of key words that give
young readers confidence to read aloud. As they master the text, children
enthusiastically read the books again and again -- delighting in the zany plots and their
own ability to read. By adding subtle touches of humor throughout the stories,
Edwards and Bianchi ensure that adults and children alike will not grow bored from
repeated readings.When a lonely, little frog arrives at the zoo, he is disappointed that
all the other animals seem too busy to welcome him. As the animals rush past, he calls
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out, "I am new. May I play with you?" But each one tells him, "Not now. I am going to a
party" and rushes past.Disappointment, however, turns to delight when the zookeeper
explains that everyone is going to a party for their newest friend. "Who is your new
friend?" asks the frog. "Our new friend is you". announces the entire group who shower
the newcomer with gifts, decorations and cake.
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