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Praising the simplicity and economy of customised handles and blades made from
recycled materials, this manual details the construction and assembly of handmade
tools that can be fitted to individual hands and are designed to keep a razor-sharp
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edge. An extensive section on salvage steel provides advice about choosing metal, and
an in-depth analysis of heat treatment explains how to get a hard cutting-edge while
keeping the back of the knife soft for greater strength. Carpenter comfort and safety is
also considered, with a section on making handles recommends techniques for
shaping and carving wood to distribute pressure over a large area of the heel of the
hand in order to relieve stress on the wrist and arm.
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