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Winner of the ALA's 1994 Best Book for Young Adults Award as well as the Minnesota
Voices Project Award, Right by My Side is the heartrending story of 15-year-old Marshall
Field Finney. When his mother suddenly takes off to find herself, Marshall is left with his
hard-drinking father. Every day, he makes the long journey to his affluent, mostly white
suburban high school. Caught at a crossroads, he is searching desperately for
something he can hold on to. At stake is the rest of his life. Just as Marchall begins to
find a few signs that give him hope for his futures, he receives a series of haunting
letters from his mother, who reminds him that they are "linked tighter than fine gold
chains." A heartwarming tale of the ties that bind--and the ones that fall away-- Right
by My Side is a masterful novel of love and awakening by one of America's most gifted
young writers.
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