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John and Louise Vess have conducted their lives seamlessly and honorably in the
South Carolina home that has been in their family for generations. Upon John's
sudden death, their daughter Annie-also a recent widow-returns to comfort Louise. But
Annie finds all has changed: a gigantic artificial lake has flooded the woods she
remembers, her sensible mother spouts born-again homilies, and her father's
reputation is threatened by a long-hidden scandal.
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