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aFasmanas fast-paced tale is almost all plot... These characters are better drawn than
those in "The Da Vinci Code."a a"Newsweek" Jon Fasmanas dizzyingly plotted
intellectual thriller suggests a marriage between Dan Brown and Donna Tartt. When
reporter Paul Tomm is assigned to investigate the mysterious death of a reclusive
academic, he finds himself pursuing leads that date back to the twelfth century and
the theft of alchemical instruments from the geographer of the Sicilian court. Now
someone is trying to retrieve them. Interspersed with the present action are the stories
of the men and women who came to possess those charmedaand sometimes
cursedaartifacts, which have powers that go well beyond the transmutation of lead
into gold. Deftly combining history, magic, suspense, and romanceaand as
handsomely illustrated as an ancient incunabuluma"The Geographeras Library" is
irresistible. aA brainy noir . . . a] winningly cryptic tale . . . a cabinet of wonders written
by a novelist whose surname and sensibility fit comfortably on the shelf between
Umberto Eco and John Fowles.a a"Los Angeles Times" aOne of the yearas most literate
and absorbing entertainments.a a"Kirkus Reviews"
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评论

这本书从推理悬疑的角度讲挺弱的，准确地说就是一早就能猜到发展和结尾。但是对于
一个最近突然很想悠闲自在地看小说的人而言，这本书足够有趣，可以在炎热的午后配
上一杯咖啡慢慢地翻阅。笔触精致，有很多不同的关于各种奇怪物什的故事碎片，絮絮
叨叨像日本作家般的细腻写法，都是很吸引我的。
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