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During the Middle Ages in Western Europe, many people made their living by creating
art for the Catholic Church and entertaining nobles and townspeople with music,
acrobatics, juggling, and plays. Children will delight in reading about- the cathedrals
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created during the Romanesque and Gothic periods of art- West African brass, ivory,
and bronze sculptures, animal carvings from the Arctic, and the totem poles in the
northwestern forests- Giotto di Bondone's frescoes, wood-panel paintings, and
mosaics- stories from the Bible depicted in the mosaics of Byzantine artists- what the
Bayeux Tapestry teaches us of the Battle of Hastings- writers such as Dante, Li Po,
Omar Khayyam, and Christine de Pisan
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