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Counter to popular perceptions, contemporary American sociology is and promotes a
profoundly sacred project at heart. Sociology today is in fact animated by sacred
Impulses, driven by sacred commitments, and serves a sacred project.

Sociology appears on the surface to be a secular, scientific enterprise--its founding
fathers were mostly atheists. Its basic operating premises are secular and naturalistic.
Sociologists today are disproportionately not religious, compared to all Americans,
and often irreligious.

The Sacred Project of American Sociology shows, counter-intuitively, that the secular
enterprise that everyday socioloigy anears to be pursuing is actual Y not what is really
going on at sociology's deepest level. Christian Smith conducts a self-reflexive,
tables-turning, cultural and institutional sociology of the profession of American
sociology itself, showing that this allegedly secular discipline ironically expresses Emile
Durkheim's inescapable sacred, exemplifies its own versions of Marxist false
consciousness, and generates a spirited reaction against Max Weber's melancholically
observed disenchantment of the world.

American sociology does not escape the analytical net that it casts over the rest of the
ordinary world. Sociolo%y itself is a part of that very human, very social, often very
sacred and spiritual world. And Sociolo%y's ironic mis-recognition of its own sacred
Broject leads to a variety of arguably self-destructive and distorting tendencies. This

ook re-asserts a vision for what sociology is most important for, in contrast with its
current commitments, and calls sociologists back to a more honest, fair, and healthy
vision of its purpose.
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Christian Smith is the William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of Sociology at the University of
Notre Dame, Director of the Center for the Study of Religion and Society, Director of the
Notre Dame Center for Social Research, Principal Investigator of the National Study of
Youth and Religion, and Principal Investigator of the Science of Generosity Initiative.

H3%:I. The Argument

.b The Project

II. Evidence

I1I. Spiritual Practices

V. How Did We Get Here?-The Short Story
V. Consequences

VI. The Question of Accountability

VII. What is Sociology Good For?

Appendix
.pp. .. . (kiED)

The Sacred Project of American Sociology FEipEREE]



javascript:$('#dir_26184742_full').hide();$('#dir_26184742_short').show();void(0);
http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

t=E
B5A A
FAE

sociology

i

FriBsacred LERIE SR B SMBREREIEUA LT, WRIFNERE 12N
ITMEE D%, SReEHEN "RIETREHE ERZFHES RETREREZF
BE" XIFBUE T IEMRIEIC 2 EIII7IR? RIEDEREIF, BMEET T peer
review, WEPBEAEEY, HEBRERTHVER BRI Ipolitical
whoreBWHI~RER BB —AS, MEIFN—EFABEREAIEHR T —L,

The Sacred Project of American Sociology FEipEEE]



http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

1F

N ABRNEBBEENLFTZHEBAF NS ? N LB RS EER
R ZHRICTEMEEN? N ABMEEREE S A ANHRBRERKER? E5EE
Ao X EI0MFFBIA T, KT HEE=FAZIH], (FEChristian
SmithBMER T EHAFHELHLEFE..

S
P
My
ik

The Sacred Project of American Sociology FEifEEE]



http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

	The Sacred Project of American Sociology
	标签
	评论
	书评


