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"Mr. Hercule Poirot-you fancy yourself, don't you, at solving mysteries that are too
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difficult for our poor thick-headed British police? Let us see, Mr. Clever Poirot, just how
clever you can be." Was the anonymous note a brilliant challenge or a crackpot hoax?
The answer is as loud and clear as a woman's scream-precisely that of Alice Ascher, a
shopkeeperin Andover bludgeoned to death on the job. Next to her corpse, a clue
that's as simple as ABC. Alphabetically speaking, the master Belgian sleuth suspects
it's now a matter of one down twenty-five to go...
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Agatha Christie is the most popular mystery writer of all time. With over two billion
copies of her books in print, her genius for detective fiction is unparalleled. She is truly
the one and only Queen of Crime.
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Aridiculous feeling of knowing the ending beforehand had haunted me all the way
through my reading...
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