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From Publishers Weekly Eloise meets Auntie Mame in this giddy whirlwind tour of
Broadway, Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Wasserstein's first picture book. For her
eighth birthday, Pamela's glamorous Aunt Louise, "a perfectly perfect person, "
whisks herinto Manhattan to a matinee (after lunch at the Russian Tea Room, of
course). The curtain rises on an over-the-top musical extravaganza filled with chorus
lines 100 dancers strong, tap numbers, fabulous costumes, setsashuge asan
MGM lot, and an outrageousl% corny b%y—meets—girl plot, alltold from a child's
perspective ("When he sang, he opened his mouth extra wide, and Pamela could
see that he didn't have a single cavity"). Jackness, a noted set designer, produces
illustrations as hgperbolic as the featured play. Splashing across the pages in a frenzy
of candy-colored lights, his watercolors capture the hustle and bustle of the
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performance. The story is overlong, and while many may agree with Pamela that her
romp is "most splendiferous, " others may find the tone and the allusions to real-life
Broadway personalities slightly arch. It's also ironic that a playwright as known for
realism as Wasserstein relies on wholesale exaggeration to convey the magic of the
theater. Ages 5-10. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. From School
Library Journal Kindergarten-Grade 37The story of a you n% girl's first visit to a
Broadway musical. It's Pamela's birthday and glamorous Aunt Louise is her entree to
the excitement and thrill of lunch at the Russian Tea Room and seats at the 45th Street
Theatre. Unfortunately, the textis littered with inside jokes that only avid theatre
goers will appreciate. The female lead is Mary Ethel Bernadette (a tribute to Martin,
Merman, Peters), andthe male lead is Nathan Hines Klines (a tribute to Lane,
Gregory, Kevin). The writers are Betty and C{ Songheim, who look curiously like
Betty Comden and Adolf Green in the garish illustrations. The stage sets are a
disjointed combination of bits and pieces from Pirates of Penzance, The Kingand |,
South Pacific, Carousel, Peter Pan, and On the Town. Thisis certainly a subject of
interest to children, but this endeavor by the award-winning dramatist is plagued by
a Blethora of puerile puns on plays. Two thumbs down!?Susan Pine, New York Public
LibraryCopyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. See all Editorial Reviews
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