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In the year 2035, robots, artificial mtelli%ences, and neural implants have become
commonplace. The Institute for Ethics keeps the peace, using social reputation to
ensure that robots and humans don't harm society or each other. But a powerful Al
named Adam has found a way around the restrictions.

Catherine Matthews, nineteen years old, has a unique gift: the ability to manipulate the
net with her neural implant. Yanked out of her perfectly ordinary life, Catherine
becomes the last firewall standing between Adam and his quest for world domination.
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William Hertling is the author of the award-winning Avogadro Corp: The Singularity Is
Closer Than It Appears, A.l. Apocalypse, and The Last Firewall. His near-term
science-fiction novels about realistic ways strong Al might emerge have been called
"frighteningly plausible”, "tremendous”, and "must read".

He's been influenced by writers such as William Gibson, Charles Stross, Cory Doctorow,
and Walter Jon Williams.

William Hertling was born in Brooklyn, New York. He grew up a digital native in the
early days of bulletin board systems. His first experiences with net culture occurred
when he wired seven phone lines into the back of his Apple //e, creating an online chat
system.

He currentlﬁ resides in Portland, Oregon. By day he works on web and social media for
HP. Follow him on twitter at @hertling or visit his blog williamhertling.com.
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