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The Architect's Apprentice is a dazzling and intricate tale from Elif Shafak, bestselling
author of The Bastard of Istanbul.

'There were six of us: the master, the apprentices and the white elephant. We built
everything together...'

Sixteenth century Istanbul: a stowaway arrives in the city bearing an extraordinary gift
for the Sultan. The boy is utterly alone'in a foreign land, with no worldly possessions to
his name except Chota, a rare white elephant destined for the palace menagerie.

So begins an epic adventure that will see young Jahan rise from lowly origins to the
hiFhest ranks of the Sultan's court. Along the way he will meet deceitful courtiers and
false friends, gypsies, animal tamers, and the beautiful, mischievous Princess
Mihrimah. He will journey on Chota's back to the furthest corners of the Sultan's
kingdom and back again. And one day he will catch the eye of the royal architect,
Sinan, a chance encounter destined to change Jahan's fortunes forever.

Filled with all the colour of the Ottoman Empire, when Istanbul was the teeming centre
of civilisation, The Architect's Apprentice is a magical, sweeping tale of one boy and his
elephant caught up in a world of wonder and danger.

'Fascinating and gripping' Rosamund Lupton on Honour

Elif Shafak is the acclaimed author of nine novels mdudmig The Bastard of Istanbul,
The Forty Rules of Love and Honour, and is the most widely read female writer in
Turkey. Her work has been translated into more than forty languages and she
contributes to numerous international publications, including the New York Times,
Financial Times, Guardian, Independent, Newsweek and Time magazine. She is also a
public speaker working with The London Speaker Bureau and is a TED Global speaker,
Elif Shafak has Previously been longlisted for the Orange Prize, the Baileys Prize and
the IMPAC Dublin Award, and shortlisted for the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize. She
is based in London with her two children.
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Elif Shafak is the acclaimed author of nine novels mcludmig The Bastard of Istanbul,
The Forty Rules of Love and Honour, and is the most widely read female writer in
Turkey. Her work has been translated into more than forty languages and she
contributes to numerous international publications, including the New York Times,
Financial Times, Guardian, Independent, La Repubblica, Newsweek and Time
magazine. She is also a public speaker working with The London Speaker Bureau and
isa TED Global speaker. Elif Shafak has previously been longlisted for the Orange Prize,
the Baileys Prize and the IMPAC Dublin Award, and shortlisted for the Independent
Foreign Fiction Prize. She is based in London with her two children and can be found at
www.elifshafak.com.
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a bitter life, a long painful voyage vyet full of precious memories
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