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For the ruling and propertied classes of the late eighteenth century, the years following
the French Revolution were characterized by intense anxiety. Monarchs and their
courtiers lived in constant fear of rebellion, convinced that their power—and their
heads—were at risk. Driven by paranoia, they chose to fight back against every threat
and insurgency, whether real or merely perceived, repressing their populaces through
surveillance networks and violent, secretive police action. Europe, and the world, had
entered a new era.

In Phantom Terror, award-winning historian Adam Zamoyski argues that the stringent
measures designed to prevent unrest had disastrous and far-reaching consequences,
inciting the very rebellions they had hoped to quash. The newly established culture of
state control halted economic development in Austria and birthed a rebellious youth
culture in Russia that would require even harsher methods to suppress. By the end of
the era, the first stirrings of terrorist movements had become evident across the
continent, making the previously unfounded fears of European monarchs a reality.

Phantom Terror explores this troubled, fascinating period, when politicians and
cultural leaders from Edmund Burke to Mary Shelley were forced to choose sides and
either support or resist the counterrevolutionary spirit embodied in the
newly-omnipotent central states. The turbulent political situation that coalesced
during this era would lead directly to the revolutions of 1848 and to the collapse of
order in World War I. We still live with the legacy of this era of paranoia, which
prefigured not only the modern totalitarian state but also the now preeminent contest
between society’s haves and have nots.

These tempestuous years of suspicion and suppression were the crux upon which the
rest of European history would turn. In this magisterial history, Zamoyski chronicles the
moment when desperate monarchs took the world down the path of revolution, terror,
and world war.

作者介绍: 

Adam Zamoyski is an award-winning author of numerous books about Poland,
Napoleon, and 19th century Europe. A contributor to the Times, the Daily Telegraph,
and the Guardian, and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, the Royal Society of Arts,
and the Royal Society of Literature, Zamoyski lives in London.
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书评

法国大革命之后的欧洲统治阶级陷入焦虑和“政治妄想”中。君主和大臣们担心发生叛
乱，他们相信自己处在危险之中。一时间，欧洲各地风声鹤唳，统治者对一切真的和臆
想出来的威胁与叛乱进行反击，使用秘密警察镇压平民百姓。这些类似于孔飞力笔下的
“叫魂”事件引发了各地民众的...  
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