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General Francisco Franco ruled Spain for nearly forty years, as one of the most
powerful and controversial leaders in that nation's long history. He has been the
subject of many biographies, several of them more than a thousand pages in length,
but all the preceding works have tended toward one extreme of interpretation or the
other. This is the first comprehensive scholarly biography of Franco in English that is
objective and balanced in its coverage, treating all three major aspects of his
life—personal, military, and political. The coauthors, both renowned historians of
Spain, present a deeply researched account that has made extensive use of the Franco
Archive (long inaccessible to historians). They have also conducted in-depth interviews
with his only daughter to explain better his family background, personal life, and
marital environment, as well as his military and political career.

Franco: A Personal and Political Biography depicts his early life, explains his career and
rise to prominence as an army officer who became Europe's youngest interwar
brigadier general in 1926, and then discusses his role in the affairs of the troubled
Second Spanish Republic (1931–36). Stanley G. Payne and Jesús Palacios examine in
detail how Franco became dictator and how his leadership led to victory in the
Spanish Civil War that consolidated his regime. They also explore Franco's role in the
great repression that accompanied the Civil War—resulting in tens of thousands of
executions—and examine at length his controversial role in World War II. This masterful
biography highlights Franco's metamorphoses and adaptations to retain power as
politics, culture, and economics shifted in the four decades of his dictatorship.
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书评

世界史爱好者群体对波兰有个不成文的看法——她两度拯救了西方文明，第一次是击退
奥斯曼的伊斯兰征服，第二次是击退苏俄红军的赤色征服。同样的荣誉，也可以加诸于
西班牙身上。1936—1939年的内战是斯大林全球战略的重要一环，假设西班牙的人民阵
线获胜，那么革命将蔓延至法国...  

-----------------------------

-----------------------------
2019年10月，西班牙政府做出了將佛朗哥墓從烈士谷遷出的決定，這條消息佔住了新
聞版面的一角，勾起了人們的回憶。這是二十世紀初的一場重大的政治事件的遺留物，
發生在西班牙的內戰，極端的左右兩派惡鬥，不僅在當事國，也在西歐掀起了巨大的騷
動。而佛朗哥(Francisco Franco)...  
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