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This book examines the origins of ancient Greek science using the vehicles of blood,
blood vessels, and the heart. Careful attention to biomedical writers in the ancient
world, as well as to the philosophical and literary work of writers prior to the
Hippocratic authors, produce an interesting story of how science progressed and the
critical context in which important methodological questions were addressed. The end
result is an account that arises from debates that are engaged in and "solved" by
different writers. These stopping points form the foundation for Harvey and for modern
philosophy of biology. Author Michael Boylan sets out the history of science as well as
a critical evaluation based upon principles in the contemporary canon of the
philosophy of science—particularly those dealing with the philosophy of biology.
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Michael Boylan (Ph.D. University of Chicago) is Professor and Chair of Philosophy at
Marymount University. He has delivered invited lectures in 15 countries on five
continents. Most recently, he has spoken on Greek science at the American Philological
Association; an international United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Ogganization (UNESCO) conference in Pergamum, Turkey; and at the Sorbonne (Paris
V).
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