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Called La Jardiniere, a resourceful and clever jester to the queen's court, Nicola was a
most unlikely person to end up "fool" and friend to Mary, Queen of Scots. But Nicola
isn't an ordinary comedian clowning before the court; her sharp tongue is rare
amongst the fawning nobles. As fate takes Mary from France to Scotland, and into
confrontations with rebellious lords and devious advisors, Nicola remains deep in the
queen'sinner circle. But when the Scots start to turn on Queen Mary, Nicola struggles
to find something-anything-that she, just a fool, can do to save her friend.

"Rich and involving . . . Readers are treated to a fascinating look at royal politics
through the eyes of Nicola." ( School Library Journal, starred review )
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