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Delia was born a slave and then physically and emotionally battered all of her
seventeen years. Finally free, she strikes out on her own, making friends with a little
band of former slaves and a handsome black soldier, Ezra Johns. Certain that God has
brought Delia into his life, Ezra wonders how he can help her realize her true value.
Delia's heart feels drawn to Ezra, but she struggles for feelings of worth and happiness.
A long and arduous journey takes this rag-tag band of survivors through a violent flood,
bitter southerners, hunger and exhaustion under a blazing summer sun, and even a
murder charge and near-lynching. With the help of two humble white farmers, they at
last earn train fare to Boston. Back in his home city, Ezra completes his education.
However, he discovers that despite his service to his country, black men still must
struggle for respect and a place in American society. His only hope for a promising
future is to go West. But now that Delia has found her own success in the city, will she
leave her new found happiness, and go with Ezra into the wilderness? A story of
courage and resilience in the face of fierce opposition and the triumphant dignity of
the human spirit.
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