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“The first of my father’ sillusions was that bears could survive the life lived by human
beings, and the'second was that human beings could survive a life led in hotels.” So
says John Berry, son of a hapless dreamer, brother to a cadre of eccentric siblings, and
chronicler of the lives lived, the loves experienced, the deaths met, and the myriad
strange and wonderful times encountered by the family Berry. Hoteliers, pet-bear
owners, friends of Freud (the animal trainer and vaudevillian, thatis), and playthings of
mad fate, they “dream on” inafunny, sad, outrageous, and moving novel by the
remarkable author of A Prayer for Owen Meany and Last Night in Twisted River .
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“You've got to get obsessed and stay obsessed.”  “Keep passing the open
windows.”  "You take every opportunity given you in this world, even if you have too
many opportunities. One day, the opportunities stop, you know.”  “Safer than we
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