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Judge Dee, the master detective of seventh-century China, sets out to solve a puzzling
double murder and discovers complex passions lurking beneath the placid surface of
academic life. A mild-mannered student is rumored to have been slain by a fox-demon,
while a young dancer meets her death as she dresses to perform for the magistrate's
illustrious dinner guests - an obese Zen monk revered for his calligraphy, a beautiful
poetess accused of murder, and the past president of the imperial academy. To
connect the present crimes with betrayals and adulteries from decades past, the clever
judge must visit a high-class brothel and the haunted shrine of the Black Fox. From the
moment the young scholar is found dead on the eve of the Autumn Festival, the pace
never lets up.
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评论

高罗佩遗作。《搜神记》与狄公系列的完美结合。本书诡计无甚出彩，但光是狐狸传说
和鱼玄机这两个题材，就足够让人着迷，更不要说还有几个古典小说中常常出现的moti
f。

-----------------------------
美国学生的读后感真是很神奇。

-----------------------------
2天半读完。Robert van
guilk对感情中的人性描写入木三分，尤其女人的爱别离、求不得、恨之深下笔可谓淋
漓尽致。非常佩服他对中国节日，人文的各种细节描写，文化底蕴非常厚实。书中著名
的poetess YOO_lan对应的想必就是道姑鱼玄机了，令人叹息啊。
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