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Adult/High School–Two families arrive at the Baltimore/Washington International
Airport in August 1997 to claim the Korean infants they have adopted. Strangers until
that evening, they are destined to begin a friendship that will span their adoptive
daughters' childhoods. Bitsy and Brad Donaldson are the quintessential middle-class,
white American couple. Sami and Ziba Yazdan are Iranian Americans. From the
beginning, the differences in the ways they will raise their daughters are obvious:
Bitsy's well-meaning but overzealous efforts to retain her child's Korean heritage are
evident in the chosen name–Jin-Ho–and in the Korean costumes that she dresses the
girl in every year as they mark the anniversary of the adoption date. The Yazdans are
comfortable with their daughter Susan's assimilation into their own Iranian-American
culture. When Bitsy's widowed father begins to show romantic interest in Susan's
grandmother, cultural differences are brought to a head. Tyler weaves a story that
speaks to how we come to terms with our identity in multicultural America, and how
we form friendships that move beyond the unease of differences. She does not dwell
on the September 11 attacks, but subtly portrays the distrust that the Yazdans have to
endure in the following months. Tyler's gift, as in her other novels, is her ability to
infuse the commonplace with meaning and grace, and teens will appreciate her
perceptiveness in exploring relationships within and between families across the
cultural spectrum.–Kim Dare, Chantilly Regional Library, Fairfax County, VA
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作者介绍: 

Anne Tyler (born October 25, 1941) is a Pulitzer Prize-winning U.S. novelist.

Born, the eldest of four, in 1941 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Ann Tyler's father was a
chemist and her mother a social worker. Her early childhood was spent in a succession
of Quaker communities in the mountains of North Carolina, including in Raleigh, North
Carolina.[1] She didn't attend a school until she was 11 and this unorthodox
upbringing enabled her to view 'the normal world with a certain amount of distance
and surprise'. [1]

She graduated at age nineteen from Duke University, and completed graduate work in
Russian studies at Columbia University in New York City. She worked as a librarian and
bibliographer before moving to Maryland. In 1963, Tyler married Iranian psychiatrist
and novelist Taghi Mohammad Modarressi, with whom she had two daughters, Tezh
and Mitra. Modarressi died in 1997. Tyler resides in Baltimore, Maryland, where most of
her novels are set, often crossing decades in a family's life.

Her eleventh novel, Breathing Lessons, received the Pulitzer Prize in 1989. The
Accidental Tourist was awarded the National Book Critics Circle Award in 1985 and was
a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in 1986 and was made into a 1988 movie starring William
Hurt and Geena Davis. Tyler's ninth novel, Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant, which
she considers her best work, was a finalist for both the Pulitzer Prize and the
PEN/Faulkner Award in 1983. She has edited three anthologies: The Best American
Short Stories 1983, Best of the South, and Best of the South: The Best of the Second
Decade. She is noteworthy among contemporary best selling novelists, for she does



not grant face-to-face interviews and rarely does book tours, nor does she make many
other public appearances, although she has made herself available through email
interviews.
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