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This collection expands the history of Chinese medicine by bridging the philosophical
concerns of epistemology and the history and cultural politics of transregional medical
formations. Topics range from the spread of gingko's popularity from East Asia to the
West to the appeal of acupuncture for complementing in-vitro fertilisation regimens,
from the modernisation of Chinese anatomy and forensic science to the evolving
perceptions of the clinical efficacy of Chinese medicine.

The individual essays cohere around the powerful theoretical-methodological
approach, historical epistemology, with which scholars in science studies have already
challenged the seemingly constant and timeless status of such rudimentary but pivotal
dimensions of scientific process as knowledge, reason, argument, objectivity, evidence,
fact and truth. Yet given that landmark studies in historical epistemology rarely
navigate outside the intellectual landscape of Western science and medicine, this book
broadens our understanding of its application and significance by drawing on and
exploring the rich cultures of Chinese medicine. In studying the globalising role of
medical objects, the contested premise of medical authority and legitimacy, and the
syncretic transformations of metaphysical and ontological knowledge, contributors
illuminate how the breadth of the historical study of Chinese medicine and its
practices of knowledge-making in the modern period must be at once philosophical
and transnational in scope.

This book will appeal to students and scholars working in science studies and medical
humanities as well as readers who are interested in the broader problems of
translation, material culture and the global circulation of knowledge.
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受Kelly同学的委托，为Twentieth-Century China
杂志撰写本书书评。写书评最大的好处，就是可以免费得到该书的纸质本一本。。ps:
10/26
读完。。开始写书评了。。作为该书主编的学豪兄认为有必要开始对近代中国医学史“
历史知识论”的讨论了。。我个人觉得似乎时间还尚早。。这本论文集的大部分文章都
不错，我自己也学到不少。不过坦白说，有几篇脱离史学范围，讨论形而上学的我真心
看不懂。
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