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In this strikingly original story collection, Rachel Sherman evokes the wonders and
horrors of a young woman’s life, from girl to teenager to adult, through crushes, sex,
family, and the agonies and ecstasies of finding one’s way. The First Hurt heralds the
arrival of a singularly fresh and remarkably assured new voice. Sherman’s beautifully
direct and deceptively simple prose produces accessible, shockingly real narratives
that combine a disarming sexual edge with great sensitivity and humor. From a
high-school girl’s crush on her female teacher, to a family’s serenity threatened by a
sexy Danish au pair, to a girl’s sexually outrageous soldier penpal, all the way to a
young couple’s horrifying yet life-affirming experience of learning to love their
brain-injured newborn twins, this collection wends its way around the deepest of
struggles with unusual frankness and wisdom.
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