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In Excavating the Afterlife, Guolong Lai explores the dialectical relationship between
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sociopolitical change and mortuary religion from an archaeological perspective. By
examining burial structure, grave goods, and religious documents unearthed from
groups of well-preserved tombs in southern China, Lai shows that new attitudes
toward the dead, resulting from the trauma of violent political struggle and warfare,
permanently altered the early Chinese conceptions of this world and the afterlife. The
book grounds the important changes in religious beliefs and ritual practices firmly in
the sociopolitical transition from the Warring States (ca. 453-221 BCE) to the early
empires (3rd century-1st century BCE).

A methodologically sophisticated synthesis of archaeological, art historical, and textual
sources, Excavating the Afterlife will be of interest to art historians, archaeologists, and
textual scholars of China, as well as to students of comparative religions.

作者介绍: 

GUOLONG LAI is associate professor of Chinese art and archaeology at the University of
Florida and a member of the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton.
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海外中国研究

来国龙
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评论

來國龍博士請白謙慎題書「楚地宗教的考古學研究」。對於非考古學和早期中國史方向
之讀者而言，本書的Introduction
部份仍不失為很好的寫作示範──清晰告訴讀者前人研究、「楚」之概念、楚地墓葬特
點、相關方法論等，優缺點先自我暴露一下。作者先師從李零學簡帛，後從羅泰研究包
山楚墓出身，考古學和古文獻學底子兼有。
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